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Text
A RESOLUTION relating to the City's commitment to environmental

sustainability, adopting a strategy for reducing the City's use

of products that are hazardous and/or that produce polluting by-

products during their manufacture, use, or disposal.

WHEREAS, the City's Environmental Action Agenda identifies

sustainability as a guiding principle for environmental

management for City departments, and

WHEREAS, a key component of sustainability is the consideration

of the long-term impacts of choices made, and

WHEREAS, the City has instituted a number of environmental

policies and supporting programs that address products the City

chooses to use in doing business and providing services, and

WHEREAS, the City's success in one such program, Buy Recycled,

which assists departments with  selecting and using more recycled

and recycled content products, indicates that the City can be

equally successful when it comes to reducing use of other kinds

of products, specifically hazardous materials and those that

produce polluting by-products; Now, Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE , THE

MAYOR CONCURRING, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  To build upon the success the City has had in other

environmental areas and to further promote the City's

environmental principles, all City departments should, by

February 29, 1996, develop a complete list of  products used by

them that can be identified as being or containing a hazardous

material, and from that list, begin a process of evaluating

elimination or reduction of those products through substitution,

changing processes, or recycling

a.  In determining what products are hazardous, department staff

should refer to the definition of "hazardous chemical" in the

WISHA Hazard Communication Standard at WAC 296-62-05405.  If a

product contains a hazardous chemical as so defined, then it is

deemed hazardous, and is to be listed by the department.

Departments may also use their Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS)

to identify products.

b.  In preparing for evaluation, departments should first

consider those hazardous   products that are used in significant

quantity, generate hazardous waste, or that   contain a high

level of hazardous material.

c.  Departments may request the assistance of the City's

Hazardous Materials   Coordinating Committee in determining and

evaluating hazardous products.  This   committee has been

established under the City's environmental plan to work on

policy and compliance issues regarding hazardous material and

product usage in the   City, and is facilitated by the Office of

Management and Planning.

Section 2.  The products identified pursuant to Section 1 shall

be evaluated to determine if alternative products are (1) readily

available, (2) able to perform adequately, and (3) economically

feasible.  In evaluating economic feasibility, total life cycle

costs should be considered by departments, including such factors

as purchase, use, and disposal.  If as a result of this

evaluation, a department finds there is an alternative, less

hazardous product than one it currently used that immediately

meets these criteria, then the department shall take steps to

purchase that product in lieu of the more hazardous product.

Section 3. Departments may coordinate their efforts so that

they evaluate different products and share the results of their

evaluation.  Those departments that have already gathered such

information on some or all of the hazardous products they use

should, by way of the Hazardous Materials Coordinating Committee,

ensure that other departments are aware of and have access to

their information.

Section 4.  By April 30, 1996, City departments should prepare

a report on the results of the product evaluation, described in

Section 2, on at least those products described in Section 1b.

The report will include the following information:

a.  The alternatives identified and results of any performance

testing,

b.  Cost comparisons with previously used products, and

c.  A plan for reducing the use of hazardous products in

department operations and   services, including information on

alternative products purchased as a result of this   evaluation.

Section 5. On April 30, 1996, City departments should submit a

copy of this report to the Department of Administrative Services,

Contracting Services Division and the Office of Management and

Planning.  Representatives of these agencies will review the

information received and in May 1996,  present recommendations to

the City Council's Utilities and Environmental Management

Committee on the following:

a.  Alternative products the City can begin using immediately.

b.  Budget implications of such alternatives.

c.  Department guidelines for continued product substitutions.

d.  Contracting and purchasing program impacts.

e.  Ongoing assistance and information provided to departments.

PASSED by the City Council the ______ day of ______________,

1995, and signed by me in open session in authentication of its

passage this _____ day of _______________, 1995.

________________________________________

President ____________of the City Council

