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1. Considering the multi-national nature of many companies in the chemicals industry and the extensive trade in chemicals and transboundary travel of contaminants, it is essential that OECD countries work closely together.

2. Every three years, the 30 OECD member countries, which are the largest chemical producing countries and also have a major responsibility for global chemical safety, decide what the Work Programme on chemicals will be; therefore, since 1971, when it was established, it has evolved in order to be always consistent with priorities and needs of member countries. 20 Council Acts reflect the general evolution in chemical management. 
3. In line with the objective agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, most OECD countries now have programmes to screen or assess chemicals that have been placed on the market before the mid-seventies, and which represent about 99% in volume of all chemicals.
4. Recognizing the need for tools that will allow a more efficient generation of safety information and assessment, with respect to time, cost and animal savings, the Work Programme for 2006-2008, which will be submitted to the OECD Council for final approval, includes the promotion of the development and use of new tools for screening and assessment of chemicals. The OECD technical work on those tools started several years ago. However, work will now focus on trying to achieve the necessary support for regulatory acceptance of such new tools. Work in this field will cover methods relying on structure/activity relationships such as (Q)SARs, testing and strategies for assessment of endocrine disrupters, and alternative test methods. 
5. This area will also include work on the promotion of convergence of templates and electronic formats for reporting of study summaries. These templates will be used for assessment, notification or registration of different types of chemicals and chemical products, taking into account the varying needs in member countries. Also areas which have scientifically developed more recently but have a great promise for resulting in methods which can help to make the regulatory process more efficient (such as toxicogenomics and sustainable chemistry) will be addressed. In these various fields the scientific progress is at different stages, so the work to be undertaken in OECD will range from identifying the state of the art science in a certain field, to working on the regulatory acceptance of more proven new methods. 
6. In addition, the Work Programme will include the continuation of the long standing work on Test Guidelines and Good Laboratory Practice in order to ensure that through Mutual Acceptance of Data, savings for governments and industry from avoiding duplicative testing can continue to be made. Yearly savings for governments and industry are estimated to be US $ 50-60 million. This area will also include working with selected non-members in order to promote their adherence to the MAD system. In 2020, it is expected that these countries will account for 31% of the production, compared to 22% currently.
7. Other tools such as Guidance Documents for chemicals testing and assessment, and Emission Scenario Documents will continue to contribute to the harmonization of hazard and exposure assessment. 

8. In the area of assessment and management of chemicals, the co-operative investigation of High Production Volume chemicals will continue. The work, which already benefits from the contribution of the International Council of Chemical Associations,  will further benefit from the experience of the last few years, e.g., by working more with categories of chemicals. Therefore, the number of OECD agreed hazard assessments of such chemicals will be significantly increased (550 assessments agreed up to now). Meanwhile, this work will provide opportunities to further harmonize and improve methodologies for hazard assessment. This area also includes the work on a voluntary parallel process of notification for new chemicals in view of Mutual Acceptance of Notification in a longer term. The pilot phase of this process will focus on hazard assessment; however, it should facilitate common understanding of countries exposure and risk assessment methodologies, for which harmonization is much more difficult. Although this objective is very ambitious, new chemicals, for which OECD assessment tools were initially developed, have shown to be a good experimental field for chemical management, given the limited number of producers, the low volumes, and the well defined uses.
9. In a pilot phase of a globally accessible data repository for hazard data on HPV Chemicals, the databases elaborated by the US-EPA and the European Commission for their national/regional programmes will be linked to an OECD portal. The databases of other countries will be linked to the portal at a later stage.
10. Furthermore, the OECD will continue to propose revised and new criteria and guidance on human health and environmental hazards to update the UN Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals, which countries should implement by 2008. The implementation of the GHS will increase health and environment protection in member and non member countries. It will also facilitate chemicals trade and significantly reduce costs for industry. 
11. The Work Programme will also include information exchange on risk management of specific chemicals, such as Brominated Flame Retardants, PFOS and PFOA. With respect to Chemical Product Policy, the OECD will continue to explore how to reduce the risks arising from products along their life cycle. Issues discussed are for example service-oriented approaches, information exchange across a chemical product chain, consideration of chemical safety in green procurement.

12. Sustainable Chemistry is a very effective measure for chemical management. It minimizes chemicals risks and prevents pollution at the source and at all stages of the chemical life cycle, including products and wastes. It should significantly reduce the needs for risk management/risk reduction. Until now, the OECD work on Sustainable Chemistry focused on exchange of information and guidance in relation to Research and Development. Although several OECD countries have already included Sustainable Chemistry in their chemicals management framework, the work to actively promote implementation of sustainable chemistry has not yet started.

13. Finally, information collection and awareness rising on emerging issues (such as the safety aspects of nanotechnologies) will also be undertaken. 

14. Key issues for OECD future activities on chemicals are the time needed to develop and finalise Test Guidelines and other assessment tools, the extent of their validation for regulatory purposes and countries responsibility for validation.
15. It is not possible to say now what the OECD Chemical Programme will be after 2008. However, there are a number of important underlying international agreements for the work of the OECD on chemicals:
- Chapter 19 and 20 of the UN Conference on Environment and Development‘s Agenda 21 adopted in 1992;

- The Bahia Declaration, as adopted in 2000 by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety;

- The OECD Environmental Strategy for the First Decade of the 21stvCentury, as adopted by OECD Environment Ministers in 2001;

-Paragraph 23 of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002.

16. All these agreements and the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, which is currently under discussion, will probably have consequences on the OECD Work on chemicals, as well as on the work of the other intergovernmental organizations of the Inter-Organization programme for the sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC). 

17. According to OECD Environmental Strategy, OECD member countries should take actions to reduce
· Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic chemicals in the environment

· Cumulative exposure to chemicals

· Exposure to chemicals of sensitive groups of the population.

18. It may be agreed to survey actions taken by countries in relation to these issues. Clarifying industry responsibility/liability regime for management of chemicals is also an issue that could require increasing attention. 

19. In conclusion, the OECD will facilitate future sustainable chemical management in all countries by
· promoting the development and use of new, more efficient methods;
· harmonising policies and high quality instruments; and
· creating mechanisms for sharing work on areas of mutual interest.
20. Considering increasing trade and international agreements, there is more than ever a need for countries to work closely together. The OECD will provide a forum for obtaining input from all stakeholders and working with selected non-members thereby constituting a well-organised network for those involved in chemical safety policies. 
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